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Welcome to our annual decking and outdoor 
living supplement, your guide to one of the hot-
test parts of the building and remodeling market.

Despite the slowdown in the residential con-
struction market, outdoor living projects con-
tinue to grow in popularity. Survey after survey 
of homeowners, remodelers, architects and build-
ers shows that this is one of the favorite ways to 
increase living space, especially in upscale homes. 

According to a recent NAHB survey, 66 per-
cent of building professionals expect demand for 
outdoor kitchens to signifi cantly increase in 
upscale homes, with grills, sinks and cooking 
islands being the most popular features.

And the trend is going beyond the kitchen. 
Homeowners want to bring the indoors out-
doors as the outside living space is becoming 
the home’s new entertainment space. About 
70 percent of respondents to the NAHB survey 
said they expect to install signifi cantly more 
outdoor audio and TV equipment. Sixty percent 
said the same for outdoor fi replaces, and 57 per-
cent are seeing rising demand for decorative 
water features.

In this issue, we take a look at this “indoors 
outside” trend and see what some of the leading 
outdoor contractors are saying about it. We also 
examine the latest decking trends, as we look at 
the new kid on the block, PVC, as well as the 
newest features in composite decking and 
what’s going on with that old standby, natural 
wood. We also talk to leading decking contrac-
tors about choosing the right materials for a 
deck and learn what you need to know about 
working with each one. 

Finally, be sure to check out the product 
section, featuring the latest and greatest in 
decking and outdoor living products.

And of course you can always fi nd 
more information 24/7 on our Web site at 
www.housingzone.com.
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Decked Out
New materials,vibrant colors and a wider range of 
choices set the pace for the decking market

By Jennifer Block Martin, Contributing Editor

Last year, the big story was composites versus wood. 
Now the big names in decking have introduced a new 
contender, PVC, yet they are harkening back to their 
roots by emulating tropical hardwoods and variegated 
colors. Read on for all the trends.

1
Purely Plastic

“It used to be all composites,” recalls 
Trex marketing manager for the trade 
Lance Bunch. “But not anymore. Now 
the market is segmented: subtle wood 

grain, smooth board, wood grain, exotic hardwood look 
and now ultra-low-maintenance PVC.”

Trex partnered with Veka Innovations, a company 
specializing in PVC blending and extrusion technol-
ogy, to introduce the Trex Escapes line in January. 
Besides enhanced stain-, mold- and scratch-resistance, 
this new generation of PVC decking can be mitered 
and routed just like wood, and also has the ability to 
refl ect and not absorb the heat on hot days.

Kevin Brennan, TimberTech’s senior vice president 
of sales and marketing, agrees that composites and 
wood still dominate the marketplace, yet his company 
is also diving into the PVC niche. XLM (“Extreme 
Low Maintenance”) is TimberTech’s 100 percent plas-
tic offering. Brennan says it doesn’t look like wood and 
tends not to stain or scratch. As an added bonus, the 
new board is 40 percent lighter than TimberTech’s 
wood-plastic composite planks. 

“Sales are growing in the Midwest and East Coast,” 
he says. “West goes toward natural and wood compos-
ite; XLM is just starting out there but sales volume will 
start to pick up.”

Azek Building Products also entered the fray by 
acquiring Procell Decking Systems in 2006. Its new 

offering, called Azek Deck with Procell Technology, is 
a cellular PVC product that does not contain wood fi ll-
ers or fi bers. “This allows our boards to cover the 3 S’s: 
stain-resistant, scratch-resistant, split-resistant — yet 
be workable like wood,” says President Ralph Bruno. 

Another mover and shaker is Fiber Composites, 
which recently acquired the Meridian, Idaho, manufac-
turing assets and WeatherBest brand name from Loui-
siana-Pacifi c Corp. and now produces the PVC-based 
WeatherBest High Performance Decking. Marketing 
director Craig Sherrett notes, “Time- and mainte-
nance-free fuel these consumer trends.”

More natural wood tones are gaining 
in popularity. Photo courtesy of Trex

prx0805DeckSup_ID   4prx0805DeckSup_ID   4 4/17/2008   12:14:35 PM4/17/2008   12:14:35 PM



A Supplement to Reed Business Publications   ❭ 05.2008 ❬   5

2 A Taste of 
the Tropics

Emulating the feel of dark, exotic 
hardwoods, Brennan says, has “taken 
off in the last fi ve years and is truly a 

nationwide trend.” Sherrett agrees and sees this as 
being spurred on from more homeowners wanting liv-
ing space outdoors. “People are moving big-screen 
TVs, couches and expensive grills onto the deck to 
create sophisticated outdoor living spaces, so the deck 
needed to be equally as sophisticated,” he says. “We 
took the interior hardwood fl oor concept right out-

side. There’s a real niche for the tropical hardwood 
product because it’s easy on the environment and low-
maintenance.” (For more on this, see related article on 
page 21.)

The whole industry is moving toward more realistic 
looking products that use multi-hued variations. For 
example, TimberTech’s Earthwood composite plank 
“uses a new color streaking process that looks like 
tropical hardwood,” says Brennan. Its XLM line 
comes in three rich colors (Mountain Cedar, River-
Rock and SandRidge) with a different grain pattern 
on opposite faces for added versatility. WeatherBest’s 

Sherrett says no two of its Tropicals boards are alike. 
“Consumers are really responding to all this.”

In addition to Burnished Amber and Cayenne, Trex’s 
Brazilia composite line also has a new color, Espresso. 
“It has a dark exotic look that weathers great,” says 
Bunch. “Trex has also taken the colors consumers 
wanted in composite and put them into PVC — darker 
colors, not shiny, with looks like weathered wood,” he 
says. Trex Escapes features a natural wood-grain pat-
tern in three long-lasting, rich colors: Pewter, Sahara 
(beige) and Acorn (brown). 

3
Beyond the Deck

Several deck manufacturers are 
expanding their lines to encompass all 
that used to be wood, including railings, 
fencing, exterior trim and porch planks. 

“Originally the industry kind of ignored railings,” 
says TimberTech’s Brennan. “But in the last four years 
it’s really taken off. People who spend a lot of money 
on a deck want cool railings too.” To prove this theory, 
the company has three different styles of railings now, 
when fi ve years ago it had none.

WeatherBest’s just-launched White Composite Rail-
ing product comes in 6- and 8-foot sections that can 

Decked Out

Decking manufacturers are expanding into railing as well. 
Photo courtesy of Trex
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be snapped together in as little as 
fi ve minutes without hardware and 
have two rail-top options.

“Trex is turning into an outdoor 
living products company,” says 
Bunch. “The inside is expanding 
with outdoor great rooms on the 
deck, kitchens, hot tubs, sitting 
rooms.” Now, he says, people can 
create their own outdoor living look 
by mixing and matching the entire 
Trex line.

Contrarily, Azek built its brand 
name on trim and expanded to 
offer decking, porches, railing 
and molding. It recently acquired 
Toronto railing manufacturer Com-
posatron which sold its products 
under the Trademark and Premier 
brands. The railings are co-ex-
truded with a wood composite core 

Decked Out

Manufacturers are building a full line of products around the deck. 
Photo courtesy of Azek

For FREE info go to http://pr.ims.ca/5659-51
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From ordinary to extraordinary, our new 

post caps help you see the light.

Available in a wide range of materials and styles, Maine Ornamental’s
innovative products will transform your deck from ordinary to
extraordinary. Our Solar and Convertible Post Caps are examples of
the unique, yet practical touches you can add to your outdoor project
with Maine Ornamental. Design a deck that’s all your own with Maine
Ornamental outdoor accessories.

866.910.9096
www.postcaps.com/sup

Solar Tiffany-style Mission
Post Cap

Solar Tiffany-style Sunflower
Post Cap

Round Convertible Stainless 
Post Cap Light

Square Convertible Copper 
Post Cap Light

Solar Tiffany-style California Grape Post Cap

When lit, 
the Solar Cap 
provides a soft, 
intimate glow.
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and vinyl capstock and come in 
white and fi ve other colors to match 
Azek Deck.

Next up for the company is a porch 
product. Maureen Murray, Azek 
Building Products representative says, 
“Our Procell Technology reduces 
expansion/contraction, making it 
possible for Azek Deck to spin off the 
new Azek Porch. These planks are 
thinner, like indoor fl ooring, and 
tongue-and-groove for easy installa-
tion,” adding that the front porch is 
making a big comeback in traditionally 
planned communities.

The last frontier seems to be fencing. 
TimberTech’s new FenceScape is made 
from reclaimed wood fi bers and pure 
plastic resins, so it’s consistent in color, 
shape and size. WeatherBest promises a 
line of fencing out later this year.

Decked Out

Railings that replicate traditional wood are replacing the usual white railing 
in many applications. Photo courtesy of Trex

Natural wood, like this cedar deck, is still popular. 
Photo courtesy of Sun Forest Construction
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Decked Out

4 Fasten Your 
Fasteners

“The last thing people want after 
they’ve spent a lot of money on a deck 
is screws showing,” says TimberTech’s 

Brennan. “2007 was our fi rst year with our own hid-
den fasteners system, and we’ve been blown away 
with the results.” XLM’s grooved planks are designed 
to work with ConceaLoc, TimberTech’s new stainless 
steel hidden fastener that provides quick and consis-
tent gapping while keeping a fastener-free surface.

Trex has partnered with Tiger Claw, a pioneer in 
the deck fastener industry, to manufacture its Hide-
away Hidden Fastener System, which is designed to 
be used exclusively with its new grooved boards. 
Tiger Claw also manufacturers Fiber Composites’ 
private labeled Phantom II hidden fastener system.

Hidden fasteners are the hot new trend for installation. 
Photo courtesy of Trex

For FREE info go to http://pr.ims.ca/5659-53
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Decked Out

5 Working With 
Mother Nature

“Especially in the West, the concept 
of being green is important,” Sherrett 
of WeatherBest, says. “We use recy-

cled materials, reuse plastics and don’t cut down new 
timbers. And since our composite and PVC decking 
has a longer life cycle, they don’t need to be stained 
or painted yearly.”

As public awareness of deck safety and compli-
ance grows, decking manufacturers meet expecta-
tions by building stronger products. In addition to 
being able to withstand greater wind loads and hur-
ricanes in the East and South, decking is being built 
to combat wildfi res on the other coast. TimberTech’s 
PVC boards have received a Class A Fire Rating, 
the most stringent rating available for exterior fi re 
resistance, and WeatherBest is in the process of pro-
ducing a PVC line to meet the standards. Trex 
Accents exceeds the strict fi re regulations set by the 
State of California and San Diego County.

PVC decking offers lower maintenance and more stain 
resistance than composites. Photo courtesy of Fiberon

DeckRite: It’s what your
great outdoors deserves.
DeckRite is the beautiful, durable, low maintenance
vinyl covering designed for applications on decks,
patios, balconies or breezeways. It is slip resistant,
mildew resistant, and one of the few waterproof
decking systems that may be used over living or
storage areas to keep the space below dry.

3912 E. Progress • North Little Rock, AR 72114
1-888-450-DECK • www.deckrite.com

For FREE info go to http://pr.ims.ca/5659-54
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New Directions for the 
Original Decking Material

Rarely does anyone ask, what’s new in 

wood decking? On the contrary, there are 

several noteworthy additions this year. 

Brand new on the market is PureWood, 

thermally modified Southern Pine wood 

decking created in a process patented by 

Finnish R&D company Stellac Oy. PureWood 

is chemical- and metal-free, noncorrosive 

and nontoxic. Richard Kleiner, director of 

treated markets for Southern Pine, says 

the end product is a “toasted brown color, 

making a beautiful wood even prettier.” The 

high kiln heat converts the wood sugars into 

a natural substance that cannot be digested 

by insects or eaten by fungus and mold, dra-

matically reducing rot and decay, according 

to the company.

In addition, Kleiner is excited about the 

evolution of wood preservatives, which won’t 

slow down anytime soon and are taking many 

concerns off the table, especially when it 

comes to corrosion. For above-ground outdoor 

use, Viance’s Ecolife is protected with a non-

metallic preservative and a wood stabilizing 

polymer, and Arch Chemicals’ Wolmanized L³ 

Outdoor wood is protected by a nonmetallic, 

carbon-based solution that degrades in soil.

Micronized copper azole preservative is 

replacing the traditional alkaline copper qua-

ternary (ACQ) in the marketplace, with less 

copper, less bioaccumulation and less cor-

rosive on fasteners. Plus, it’s OK for contact 

with aluminum.

Kleiner also notes that, as home building, 

remodeling and the overall economy slows, 

wood decking also offers cost advantages over 

alternative materials.

Decked Out

SPECIFY BISON.
TRUSTED NAME. PROVEN PERFORMANCE.

BISON
DECK SUPPORTS

Botanic Gardens, Denver, CO

BISON Ipê Wood Tiles
over

BISON Deck Supports

www.BisonDeckSupports.com

800-333-4234

Copyright 2008 United Construction Products, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

For FREE info go to http://pr.ims.ca/5659-55
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Entertainment 
Center

Homeowners want indoor/outdoor 
living at their fi ngertips, and you can 
help them get it

By Ann Matesi, Senior Contributing Editor

From modest grilling stations to lavish outdoor kitchens, from cozy 
fi re pits to beautifully detailed masonry fi replaces, adding outdoor 
living space has become a priority when it comes to the home 

improvement project consumers most eagerly consider when they want to 
boost the livability of their home.

For Eric Kent, president of Archadeck of Charlotte, it’s all about home-
owners looking for a sense of “vacation” in their own back yards, 
he says. “There are a big number of people not taking trips these days. 
Instead, they’re putting their money back into their homes in something 
that they can enjoy and feel good about as a long-term investment.”

Tune into any home program on TV and you’ll fi nd outdoor living areas 
featured. That brings consumer awareness that takes their requests for 
outdoor amenities to new levels. 

Don Gwiz, principal with Lewis Aquatech, a premier outdoor living environ-
ment specialist headquartered in Chantilly, Va., notes that the market segment 
has evolved into its own lifestyle product. “Our clients come to us looking for 
outdoor space that will improve the quality of their lives.

“Magazines, home improvement centers and design-oriented television pro-
gramming, have all raised the bar on awareness and expectation on the part of 
our clients when it comes to outdoor space. Homeowners are more knowledge-
able and sophisticated than ever before about everything ‘high end’ for their 
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homes. When it comes to their outdoor living space 
our clients want everything that they have indoors out-
side, including plasma TVs, full-function kitchens, sur-
round sound systems, and warm and inviting fi replaces,” 
Gwiz  says. 

Porches are making their way into homes so much so 
that builder Jim Sasko, president of Teakwood Builders in 
Saratoga Springs, N.Y., refers to 2007 as the “year of the 
porch” for his company. “We built all kinds of screened 

porches and sun porches for our clients who were also 
into incorporating two-way fi replaces in their outdoor 
living areas in a big way.”

Making the most of decks
Many homeowners still look to their decks as a 

gathering point, says John Burns, president of American 
Deck of Winchester in Winchester, Va. 

The outdoors is becoming the new living room as homeowners look to capture more 
space. Photo courtesy of Phil Kean Designs

Indoor spaces that fl ow into the outdoors allow homeowners to take advantage of 
more space without adding on. Photo by Eric Figge
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The difference, he says, is that his clients 
now come to him with much more of a plan in 
mind. “It is very similar to the way they plan 
the living space inside their homes,” he says. 

Along with the changes in the way homeown-
ers use their decks, sizes have grown as well. “The 
size of our typical deck has increased by about 40 
percent over the past fi ve years,” says Kent. 

Decks are also taking on all kinds of unique 
shapes these days, according to Burns. “Curves 
add fl air and interest while bump outs provide 
defi nition for the spaces reserved for cooking 
and seating.”

“About one-quarter of my clients have 
fl ipped through magazines and have some idea 
about what they want in their outdoor living 
space,” says Burns. However, the design really 
comes to life as the result of an intensive inter-
view process, he says.

Designing an outdoor space to satisfy the 
lifestyle your homeowners want is all about 
asking the right questions, say the experts. 

Entertainment Center

Kitchens are the most popular high-end outdoor 
feature. Photo courtesy of Magee Construction

More than 80 percent of designers and contractors 
expect to see an increase in luxury outdoor living 
projects, according to a recent NAHB survey. 
Photo by Dino Tonn Photography
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF CODE-COMPLIANT DECKS

A growing number of deck failures have emphasized the need to build decks to meet code 
requirements just like any other structure. To help design structurally safe, code-compliant decks 
Simpson Strong-Tie introduces our Deck Framing Connection Guide. The guide recommends 
structural connectors and provides best practice guidance based upon specifi c building codes.

Understanding the critical connections on a deck has never been easier. 

To request a copy of the Deck Framing Connection Guide call (800) 999-5099 or visit www.strongtie.com/safedeck.

Just as important 
as the view from 

up top.

© 2008 Simpson Strong-Tie Company Inc. DBR07 For FREE info go to http://pr.ims.ca/5659-56
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These include:

• How do you intend to use your outdoor space?

• How often will you use it?

• Will it be used for large gatherings?

•  Do you want a particular amount of exposure to 
the sun? Do you need shade?

•  Will you need sound or outdoor lighting for  
evening entertaining?

• What are your maintenance requirements?
“My goal is to bring these things together for the cli-
ent,” says George Drummond, owner of Casa Deck in 
Virginia Beach, Va. “The most important thing, how-
ever, is to build the deck so that the client will want 
to use it. It should have that ‘wow’ factor but also be 
functional at the same time.” 

The right accessories
The patio or deck is just the beginning, though. It’s 

the fi nishing touches that set one outdoor living space 
apart from another.

Entertainment Center

Some homeowners are opting for elaborate stone and tile 
work. Photo courtesy of Benson Builders

Diamond Piers

“Such a 
Time saver”

- Edgewater Constr  
Purdy, WA

US Patents
#5039256,
#6910832,
#7326003

www.pinfoundations.com

DON’T DIGDON’T DIG IT - DRIVEIT - DRIVE ITIT !!

253-858-8809253-858-8809

A ten minute
pier for ledgered
decks, that works 
in all climates, without
digging deep holes
or pouring 
concrete.

CALL TODAY!

© Copyright 2008, Pin Foundations Inc.

DP-50ICC REPORTESR-1895

®

For FREE info go to http://pr.ims.ca/5659-57
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“There are so many options on the market today for 
outdoor living spaces for such things as railings, lighting 
and decking,” says Drummond. “This can really change 
the character and appearance of the deck.”

Beyond that, it’s accessories like fi replaces, grilling 
stations and water features that take an outdoor 
space from simple to luxury. 

Fire features are probably the most requested out-
door amenity these days and they can be installed 
anywhere from a patio to a screen porch or even on 
a deck, Kent says. 

For wood deck applications, Dave Tibbetts of 
Atlanta Decking and Fence recommends using a 
modular assembly that can be trimmed out to look 
like a full masonry fi replace at signifi cantly lower 
cost and weight. 

“Using an off-the-shelf fi rebox provides you with 
the opportunity to give people the look they want at 
an economical price. Many stock fi re pits can also be 
built into a deck because the heating element is 
actually raised up off the deck surface,” he says.

Entertainment Center

For FREE info go to http://pr.ims.ca/5659-58
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Tibbetts also recommends opting for gas ver-
sions of outdoor fi re pits and fi replaces because 
they require minimal clean up and eliminate the 
danger of popping cinders

“Outdoor kitchens, on the other hand, are 
projects that you have to throw some money at,” 
says Tibbetts. “To do them well you have to have 
the right mix of client, space and money.”

A nice alternative to fi replaces, Tibbetts notes, 
is to create a dedicated grilling station with its 
own counter. “This is something that most peo-
ple can afford.” He recommends an area that has 
at least 5 by 9 feet of space, that the cooking area 
is partially covered and that you choose an all-
weather material such as quarry tile or natural 
stone for the countertop. 

Water features including pools, hot tubs and 
ponds continue to be desirable features for out-
door living areas, says Tibbetts. However, home-
owners tend to want these to be tastefully done 
so the features provide privacy and blend into the 
landscape. 

Entertainment Center

Hot Outdoor Features
Here’s what leading contractors identify as some 

of the most popular features in outdoor living 
projects:

 •  Outdoor kitchens, grilling stations and pizza 
ovens

 • Ice makers
 • Gas fire pits and fireplaces
 •  Alfresco living spaces with a protective ceiling 

and open sides
 •  Finished, rather than beamed, ceilings in 

covered areas
 •  Mixing materials and colors: for example, 

wood, composite or PVC decking and powder-
coated aluminum, glass or copper balusters

 • Weather-resistant furniture and fabrics
 •  Heated towel racks for pool and hot tub decks
 • Radiant heated pool decks

Water features are a popular addition to outdoor spaces. 
Photo by Brian Vanden Brink
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Today, your home can be as respectful of the environment as you want it to be. 
Building with Western Red Cedar is the natural place to start. Not only does it 
have distinctive beauty, natural durability and centuries of proven performance, 
Western Red Cedar is the ultimate green building material. It produces fewer 
greenhouse gases, requires less energy to produce than alternatives and 
comes from a renewable, sustainable resource. Equally important, Western Red 
Cedar is carbon neutral. 

Visit our website and download the publication “Tackle Climate Change – Use 
Wood.” For more information on how to specify Western Red Cedar decking and 
where you can purchase it for your next project, please call 1.866.778.9096.

www.realcedar.org

Reduce Your Carbon Footprint

For FREE info go to http://pr.ims.ca/5659-59
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Shown with Designer Series Railing® 
components in Woodland Brown.

Trex Artisan Series Railing has been completely redesigned for unprecedented versatility and value. The modular 
system now fi ts a variety of balusters, top rails and accessories — for maximum design fl exibility. And our innovative 
baluster spacer lets you easily install square, round, turned or architectural balusters. So you can create 
virtually any style your clients can dream up. To learn more, call 1-800-BUY-TREX ext. 6357 or visit trex.com.

Trex Artisan Series Railing has been completely redesigned for unprecedented versatility and value. The modular 

Introducing the new Trex Artisan Series Railing.®

Re-engineered to give your customers exactly what they want. Everything.

trex.com

TRXCORP8008_E_CBS_rev.indd 1 4/9/08 7:30:43 AM

For FREE info go to http://pr.ims.ca/5659-60
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Wood vs. Composites
What you need to know to choose your decking material

By Ann Matesi, Senior Contributing Editor

When it comes 
to selecting the 
surface material for 

their outdoor deck, homeowners’  
options are better looking, better 
performing and easier to install.

This includes traditional wood 
decking materials such as pres-
sure-treated pine, redwood, west-
ern red cedar, or imported hard-
woods; composites made from a 
blend of reclaimed and recycled 
materials that typically contain a 
percentage of wood fi ber designed 
to mimic natural wood without 
the maintenance; and the new-
comer to the market, vinyl — or 
PVC — decking products that 
promise a virtually zero-mainte-
nance deck surface but so far 
have not been able to replicate 
the beauty of real wood.

All have their pros and cons in 
terms of appearance and perfor-
mance that must be considered 
carefully job-by-job to give cus-
tomers results that best suit their 
lifestyle and budget. For this reason, 
most deck construction specialists 
work closely with their clients to 
determine their needs, then specify, 
design and build what materials 
best suit the project rather than 
using a single material.

Wood, composite and PVC decks all offer advantages to the home-
owner. Photo by Clark Marten
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Natural Wood Decks
Natural wood decks continue to be the benchmark 

for aesthetics. “I’m still a big fan of all wood decks, 
and my clients still seem to prefer the look of a wood 
deck,” says Dave Tibbetts, owner of Cumming, Ga.-
based Atlanta Decking and Fence. “But the reality is 
that a wood deck requires a good deal of effort in 
terms of cleaning and sealing to keep it beautiful year 
after year.”

Composite and Vinyl Decks
Decks constructed using composite materials are 

more expensive than natural wood decks, adding about 
35 percent to the total cost of the project. But the extra 
investment can be a worthwhile tradeoff for homeown-
ers who are looking to quickly boost the market value 
of their home. When using vinyl decks, customers can 
expect to pay 5 percent more than composite prices. 
“These low- or no-maintenance decks can be a very 
good value if the owner is planning to be in their home 
for more than fi ve years,” says Tibbetts, who today 

Wood vs. Composites

Outdoor kitchens and fi replaces can be installed even on 
decks when the proper precautions are taken. 
Photo courtesy of Fiberon

For FREE info go to http://pr.ims.ca/5659-61
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builds about 20 percent of his 
projects using composites.

Nearly 80 percent of clients of 
deck specialist John Burns, owner 
of American Deck of Winchester 
in Winchester, Va., opt for a com-
posite deck. “Our typical compos-
ite customer has already had a 
wood deck in the past, is well 
aware of the maintenance require-
ments and does not want to deal 
with those again,” he says. “They 
come to us requesting composites 
because they are ready to make 
the upgrade.”

“Composites have come a long 
way in the past fi ve years,” con-
tinues Burns. “There have been 
tremendous improvements in 
terms of their performance and 
aesthetics.”

Wood vs. Composites

Wood decks still offer unmatched aesthetics, but there’s 
trade-off in maintenance and longevity.
Photo courtesy of Southern Pine Council

For FREE info go to http://pr.ims.ca/5659-62
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Wood vs. Composites

Installation tips
Here are some tips on working with the 

different types of decking:

Wood Decking
 •  Minimize the spacing between boards 

to account for material to shrink with 
weathering.

 •  Use fastening systems that are compat-
ible with the wood species, sealers and 
preservatives.

 •  Consider diagonal installations to mini-
mize splices and add visual interest.

Composite and 
Vinyl/PVC
 •  Check code approval in your area.
 •  Understand the framing requirements for 

spans during the design stage of the 
project.

 •  Use only manufacturer-approved fasten-
ing systems.

 •  Recognize these materials can not be 
used for structural framing.

 •  Consider how you will finish the edges of 
the deck, treads and risers. 

Composite materials also bring an added element 
of design fl exibility to a project, says Jim Sasko of 
Teakwood Builders in Saratoga Springs, N.Y., which 
really pleases his clients with upscale projects. “You 
can do some really interesting things like bending 
the deck around trees much more easily using 
composites.”

Sasko builds about 90 percent of his deck projects 
using composite materials and reserves all-wood decks 
for sheltered, undercover applications such as gazebos, 
screened porches and three-season rooms.

Installation, presentation 
challenges

All decks — wood, composite or vinyl — are con-
structed on a pressure-treated wood foundation, but 
design and installation techniques vary. Experience is 
the best teacher.

“There defi nitely is a learning curve associated with 
working with composites and vinyls as you make the 
changeover from building all-wood decks,” says Burns. 
The most important thing to keep in mind, he says, is 
in the planning of the deck: “The spans must be 
designed correctly depending on the surfacing material 
that you are using.”

“Composites require a slightly beefi er substructure 
to handle the spans,” agrees Eric Kent, president of 
Archadeck of Charlotte. “Composites require 12-inch 
on center construction as opposed to 16-inch on center 
for wood.”

Hidden fastening systems, which eliminate the 
appearance of screws or other hardware on the deck sur-
face are available for both wood and composite decks and 
becoming more popular and user-friendly these days, says 
Burk. “Nobody really wants to look at fasteners.”

“Use of hidden fasteners really takes the appearance of 
the deck so much further than just the use of colored 
screw heads, which is what we did in the past,” he says. 

Whether it’s composites, wood or PVC, proper installation 
methods are the key to a successful deck. Photo courtesy of Trex
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Wood vs. Composites

“Almost all composite manufacturers have developed 
or improved upon their own hidden fastener solutions 
these days. Because they are designed to be used with 
the manufacturer’s pre-grooved deck boards, they can 
really save a lot of installation time once you are famil-
iar with the product.”

“Do your homework,” advises George Drummond 
of Casa Decks in Virginia Beach, Va., “particularly 
when experimenting with new products or materials, 
including the new hidden fastening systems.” 
Drummond says that he uses hidden fasteners on 
about 30 percent of his projects. A simple mistake 
such as over tightening the screw in the fastener can 
ruin its integrity.

“The most important thing is to make sure that 
you read and understand all of the manufacturer’s 
instructions on how to install any decking product 
before you start the project because that can make 
all the difference. Remember, it is your reputation 
that is on the line as well.”

Give your projects 
the custom touch 
with CertainTeed railing 

CertainTeed EverNew® railing systems offer un-
limited options for unique exterior designs. 
Available in your choice of vinyl, capped composite 
or aluminum — in a variety of styles, colors and 
decorative options — our beautiful, durable, easy-
care railing and accessories let you create custom 
designs that will have customers eating out of the 
palm of your hand.

EXTERIOR:

INTERIOR:

For FREE info go to http://pr.ims.ca/5659-63
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New 
Products

By Nick Bajzek

Fiber 
Composites

The latest in cPVC from Fiber Composites 
falls under the fi beron line. Called Sanctuary, 
the deck boards mimic the variations found 
in wood. Made with a cPVC core without 
fi ber fi llers, the boards’ surface is made of  
durable layer of acrylonitrile styrene acrylate, 
a material used to protect automobile bum-
pers and outside mirrors.

For Free info, go to 
http://pr.ims.ca/5659-76

Wolman
Wolman made its new 

DuraStain Semi-Transparent 
Neutral Base to give your decks 
that extra edge. The formula fea-
tures an alkyd/acrylic blend that 
penetrates like oil and protects 
like acrylic. You can use it on all 
exterior wood surfaces, and it cre-
ates a rich, semi-transparent matte 
fi nish. 

For Free info, go to 
http://pr.ims.ca/5659-77

Oldcastle 
Architectural

The latest additon to 
the Belgard Environ-
mental series’ line of per-
meable concrete products 
from Oldcastle Architec-
tural is Subterra Stone. 
Whereas traditional 
paver products merely 
allow water to runoff, 
Subterra uses a 
9.5  percent void ratio, 

allowing rainwater to naturally drain through the paver 
into the soil.

For Free info, go to http://pr.ims.ca/5659-75

For FREE info go to http://pr.ims.ca/5659-65
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Our pressure-treated wood is
GREEN,but doesn’t show it.

The Next Generation in Pressure-treated Lumber

If you’re pressured to use sustainable products like
pressure-treated lumber for exterior building projects,
but its greenish color doesn’t complement your palette,
you need to lighten up with ProWood Micro®.

The formulation used in ProWood Micro 
has been recognized as an  Environmentally
Preferred Product. It’s the world’s first and only
such product to earn EPP status.

Compare to other species at prowoodmicro.com/sup
888.878.7986

More ProWood Micro Advantages
• Compatible with aluminum 

building products.*
• Protected against rot, decay 

and termites.
• Warranted for interior, exterior,

above ground and ground contact.

*For additional information, refer to handling and usage
recommendations at www.prowoodmicro.com.

MicroShades™ and MicroPro are trade-
marks of S-T-N Holdings, Inc.,
and used by Universal Forest Products
under license granted by Osmose, Inc.

ProWood Micro®ACQ Pressure-treated Brazilian Pine

Compare the

ProWood Micro

Difference >

One-year Exposed ConditionOne-year Exposed Condition

Original ConditionOriginal Condition

One-year Exposed ConditionOne-year Exposed Condition

Original ConditionOriginal Condition

Our unique treating process allows the wood to keep its natural lighter color.
And to retain it longer.

For FREE info go to http://pr.ims.ca/5659-66
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Crane
Crane’s BellaStone 

Architectural col-
umns feature the tex-
ture of quarried stone 
without the need of a 
professional stonema-
son for installation. 
The new system uses 
Crane’s low-mainte-
nance dimensional 
non-masonry stone 
technology in a dura-
ble column design for 
landscaping, fencing 
and porch railings. 

For Free info, go to http://pr.ims.ca/5659-79

McFarland Cascade
If you’re doing work on an elevated deck, consider 

installing this new drain system from McFarland Cascade. 
The DrySnap system is made of vinyl ceiling panels that 
collect and direct runoff from the space below decks. The 
joist brackets attach to the bottom of the joist, eliminating 
inherent problems with inconsistent joist spacing.

For Free info, go to http://pr.ims.ca/5659-82

Products

Deck Images 
These easy-to-assemble railing systems by Deck 

Images come in aluminum and glass. Dubbed the E2A, 
the 36-inch-high kits are available in both 6-foot line 
and 6-foot stair sections. The E2A is made from high-
grade aluminum to ensure strength, durability and rust 
resistance. The powder-coated components come in 
green, clay, white or black fi nishes. 

For Free info, go to http://pr.ims.ca/5659-78

TimberTech
Offered in 12-, 16- and 20-foot lengths, Tim-

berTech’s new XLM decking planks are made from a 
low-maintenance polymer decking material that uses a 
proprietary blend of mineral enhancements for struc-
tural integrity. The grooved planks work with the com-
pany’s stainless steel hidden fasteners. 

For Free info, go to http://pr.ims.ca/5659-80

AERT
The Juniper collection is a unique organic cedar 

composite decking material made from heartwood 
cedar fi bers from Juniper Mexicana or Texas Cedar. 
Made by AERT, the line has a deep wood grain 
and uses 90 percent pre- and post-consumer 
recycled content. 

For Free info, go to 
http://pr.ims.ca/5659-81
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Simpson 
Door Co.

A new choice 
offered by Simp-
son Door Co. on 
its French doors is 
the WaterBarrier 
Technology, the 
newest innovation 
from the compa-
ny’s Performance 
Series of weather-
related products. 
The doors com-
bine one-piece medium density overlay and PVC on 
the outside of the door to stop water leaks.

For Free info, go to http://pr.ims.ca/5659-86

Hoppe
Contractors looking to 

combine interior and 
outdoor living can use 
Hoppe’s Fold & Slide 
hardware. Made for 
openings up to 48 feet 
wide, the system uses 
wood or aluminum pan-
els up to 3 by 10 feet 
and can sustain 165 
pounds per panel. The 
concealed bottom chan-
nel blends with the fl oor. 

For Free info, go 
to http://pr.ims.
ca/5659-87

Viking
Those customers who demand luxury will be quite satisfi ed with 

Viking’s Outdoor E-Series gas grills. A new porcelain-coated cast iron 
grate design retains heat better than steel and guards against rust — 
making cleaning easier. The redesigned burner throws 28,000 BTUs 
into the mix, and LED lighting in the control panel makes cooking at 
night easier. 

For Free info, go to http://pr.ims.ca/5659-83

AZEK
Available since April, 

AZEK’s Porch planks pro-
vide an easy-to-clean sur-
face that resists stains, 
moisture, scratches and 
fading. The planks can be 
used in covered or uncov-
ered areas because they don’t expand or contract as much. The tongue-
and-groove 1-foot by 4-foot planks install easily with traditional wood-
working tools and are up to 40 percent lighter than wood composites.

For Free info, go to http://pr.ims.ca/5659-84

Deckorators
Deck installers looking for some punch will do well with 

Deckorators’ new Estate aluminum baluster. The ¾-inch bal-
uster is 26 inches tall for a 36-inch rail height. Available in 
black or bronze, the Estate accommodates 21⁄2 balusters per 
linear foot. A fi ve-step installation guide is included.

For Free info, go to http://pr.ims.ca/5659-85
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Advanced Research and Engineering 
Meet Style and Craftsmanship

When you install a Kodiak® composite decking 
system from Deceuninck® North America…

Not only do you take advantage of scientifically-engineered 
composites that are color consistent and industry compliant, you 
take pride in knowing that Kodiak delivers the most realistically-
styled and textured composite decking with the longest-lasting 
color retention in the industry.

www.kodiakbuildingproducts.com

To learn more call 1-877-563-4251 or e-mail info@decna.biz.

…An Extension of Your Home

K
o

d
iak

® D
ecking

© 2008 Deceuninck North America. All rights reserved. 

Innovating solutions for 
the environments of your life.™

For FREE info go to http://pr.ims.ca/5659-67
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Trex
Trex’s Accents Fire Defense decking was developed 

for outdoor living spaces that are vulnerable to fi res. 
The planks are self-extinguishing, even under extreme 
heat and fl ames. Like the original Trex Accents, the 
Fire Defense planks are reversible with either a wood 
grain or a smooth fi nish. 

For Free info, go to http://pr.ims.ca/5659-88

FenceScape
Homeowners want consistency and clean lines on 

their fences. FenceScape’s new rail brackets do just 
that; they are powder-coated and match the colors 
of the company’s Mountain Cedar product line. The 
composite materials are culled from reclaimed wood 
fi bers and pure plastic resins made in a realistic, 
weather-resistant wood pattern.

For Free info, go to 
http://pr.ims.ca/5659-90

Integrity
Made from an extremely hardy pultruded fi berglass material, the 

All-Ultrex Sliding Patio Door from Integrity is a low-maintenance 
door that features factory-applied jamb extensions and a drywall 
return for installation fl exibility. A special folding nailing fi n makes 
the job even easier. The doors come in standard sizes up to 8 feet and 
come in stone white, pebble gray, bronze, cashmere and evergreen. 

For Free info, go to http://pr.ims.ca/5659-89

Products

Keeps the area
under your deck DRY!

www.dekdrain.com
866-DEK-DRAIN or 

866-335-3724 Patented Design

For NEW and EXISTING DECKS!

For FREE info go to http://pr.ims.ca/5659-68
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IT TAKES COMPRESSION 
TO MAKE THIS IMPRESSION.

EverGrain® is the only composite decking made with a compression 

molding process, so it creates a strong, consistent board with outstanding 

durability and a deep lasting grain. Seven color options are also available 

to further captivate homeowners. For a whole new level of performance 

and beauty, it’s the one decking product that’s tough enough for the task. 

Visit us online to learn more. 

Photo of actual deck in Santa Rosa, California.

©2008 TAMKO Building Products, Inc. TAMKO is a registered trademark of TAMKO Building Products, Inc. EverGrain is a registered trademark of Epoch 
Composite Products, Inc. To obtain a copy of TAMKO’s limited warranty, visit us online at evergrain.com or call us at 1-800-641-4691.

evergrain.com

For FREE info go to http://pr.ims.ca/5659-69
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Daltile
Grouped under Daltile’s exteriors collection is the 

Willow Canyon (shown) and Castanea tiles. The 
Willow Canyon resembles quartzite and comes in 
mesa sunset and cliffside colors, both of which sport 
some excellent color variations. The tiles come in 
four sizes. A trim package is also available. 

For Free info, go to 
http://pr.ims.ca/5659-93

KitchenAid
The latest line of 27-, 36- and 48-inch built-in and 

freestanding grills by KitchenAid has a weather-resis-
tant stainless steel construction and commercial-style 
handles. Select freestanding models have an electric 
warming drawer and the company’s U-shape 22,500-
BTU burners and W-shape stainless steel sear plates. 

For Free info, go to http://pr.ims.ca/5659-91

Diamond 
Spas

Who said outdoor 
spas were on their way 
out? This Custom 
Copper Spa by Dia-
mond Spas sports 
an inlaid barn board 
skirting on the outside 
and a private therapy 
seat, two loungers and 
bench seating on the 
inside. This model 
measures 84 by 114 
by 36 inches and can 
also be crafted in 
stainless steel.

For Free info, go to 
http://pr.ims.ca/5659-94

Travis Industries
You have to admit this looks 

pretty hot. Designed solely for 
dramatic effect, the Tempest Gas 
Torch by Travis Industries works 
in outdoor living spaces, front 
walkway pillars mounted on 
deck posts, stone pillars and a 
variety of other applications. The 
ceramic glass housing directs 
oxygen to help create the spiral  
presentation. 

For Free info, go to 
http://pr.ims.ca/5659-92

For FREE info go to http://pr.ims.ca/5659-70

Section Title

prx0805DeckSup_ID   34prx0805DeckSup_ID   34 4/18/2008   1:04:11 PM4/18/2008   1:04:11 PM



For FREE info go to http://pr.ims.ca/5659-71

Copy of PR_CB_Decking   35Copy of PR_CB_Decking   35 4/15/2008   10:45:50 AM4/15/2008   10:45:50 AM



When scenery 
is important,
Latitudes decks
with glass 
balusters help 
you see clearly.

Latitudes offers everything you need 

to design and build truly extraordinary

decks. Enhance any outdoor living

space with these long-lasting, easy-to-

care-for products. Latitudes composite

decking and railing products come in 

a range of styles, colors, and finishes.

And with the Equator hidden fastener,

you’ll appreciate the seamless look.

Finish your Latitudes project with your

choice of ornamental options like clear

balusters and ornamental post caps.

The designs are virtually endless, which

make homeowners very happy – and

interior designers a little jealous.

888-270-0750
www.latitudesdeck.com/sup

LATITUDES
COMPASS PROGRAM

Earn great rewards

For FREE info go to http://pr.ims.ca/5659-72
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